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In South Africa, my best creation was Phoenix. Without it,
there would have been no satyagraha in that country. Without
the Ashram here, satyagraha will be impossible in India. I may
be making a mistake in this; if so, I ought to be deserted. I am
going to ask the country not to judge me by either Champaran
or Kheda but only by the Ashram. If you find lack of order in
this place, and blindness of ignorance, then you will find the same
in ail my work, I am the founder inmate of the Ashram and it
runs so long as I am faithful to its ideals. If I find that I cannot
hold anyone here, I will undertake a searching examination of my-
self and will try to make a sacrifice which will be of the purest. Do
not attribute greatness to me for other works of mine; judge me
only by the Ashram. One of my creations here in the Ashram is
Maganlal. If I have found from experience five million short-
comings in Maganlal, I have found ten million virtues in him.
Beside him, Polak is a mere child; the blows that Maganlal has en-
dured, Polak has not. Maganlal has offercd all his work as sacri-
fice, not for my sake but for the sake of an ideal. It is not for me
he is slaving; he is wedded to an ideal. Once he was ready to bid
good-bye, and leave me.
It boils down to this, that I cannot run the Ashram after send-
ing away Maganlal. If I sent him away, I would be the only one
left in the Ashram. For the tasks we have undertaken, Maganlal,
too, is fully needed-1 have yet to see a better man than he. To be
sure, he is short-tempered, has his imperfections, but on the whole
he is a fine man. As for his honesty, I have no doubt. You must
take it as proved that I am bad to the extent that Maganlal is
bad.
Just as, if I quarrelled with my brother or parents, I would not
go out to complain about it to others, so also, we should not take
to outsiders our complaints against anyone in the institution
where we are members. The moment one begins to suspect or dis-
like another, one should leave him. When, following this course,
he has left the entire world, he will find himself ail alone; and will
then commit suicide, or, realising his own imperfections, get
rid of his dislikes. One should not only not speak ill, before others,
of the institution in which one stays, but one should not think
ill of it even in one's mind* The moment such a thought occurs,
one should banish It* There should be joy in the Ashram, especial-
ly when I am out* If you think of me as an elder, you should
conduct yourselves worthily, mindful of my instructions* Now that
I am here, you may take some freedom and do as you please, but
once I am out you should allow yourselves no freedom.